
COVID-19: AVAILABLE
RESOURCES

We're here for you!

Hello, 
 
I hope everyone is doing well. I want to start by acknowledging the
incredible solidarity and caring shown by members of our community during
this pandemic. Through this newsletter, I want to share with you the latest
available information on federal programs to support Canadians and
businesses affected by COVID-19.
 
Many of you have told me about your concerns regarding the payment of
your commercial rent – you have been heard! The new Canada Emergency
Commercial Rent Assistance offers a 75% reduction in rent for eligible small
businesses, not-for-profit organizations and charities that are affected by
COVID-19. 
 
With this program, our government would provide landlords with 50% of
their eligible commercial tenants’ rent for the months of April, May and June
as long as the tenant agrees to pay 25% and the owner accepts a loss of
25%. Thus, the owner makes sure to be paid up to 75% and to keep his
tenant for the time of economic recovery. Through this measure, additional
assistance is offered to our businesses and organizations that face the
challenges associated with COVID-19.
 
Our government continues to refine its programs while unveiling new
measures to ensure no one, regardless of their circumstances, is left in a
vulnerable position during this difficult time.
 
I invite you to visit the CANADA.CA website to get the reliable information
you need. Do not hesitate to contact my team and me should you have any
questions or comments.
 
Take care of yourself and your loved ones.

 
Marie-Claude Bibeau
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Taxpayers have until September 1, 2020 to pay any 2019 income tax amounts
owed. No interest or penalties will accumulate on these amounts during this
extension period.
 
For individuals, the return filing due date is deferred until June 1, 2020.
 
However, individuals who expect to receive benefits under the GST Rebate,
the Canada Child Benefit or the Federal Old Age Supplement are encouraged
to not delay the filing of their return to ensure their entitlements for the 2020-
21 benefit year are properly calculated.
 
To learn more, consult the following link: https://bit.ly/2WCEGWj or phone
1-800-959-7775 (from Monday to Friday between 9:00 AM and 6:00 PM).
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FLEXIBILITY FOR CANADIAN
TAXPAYERS

 

https://bit.ly/2WCEGWj


SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND
ORGANIZATIONS

 
CANADA EMERGENCY WAGE SUBSIDY

By using the Canada Revenue Agency’s My Business Account
(https://bit.ly/2KKs3Bp);
By using the Canada Revenue Agency’s Represent a Client if you are a
business representative (https://bit.ly/2KHmOm3);
By using the Web Forms application with your web access code
(https://bit.ly/3aSiFpU).

The Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy (CEWS) provides eligible employers with
a wage subsidy equal to 75% of salary up to a maximum of 12 weeks,
retroactive to March 15.
 
The CEWS will enable employers to re-hire workers previously laid off as a
result of COVID-19, help prevent further job losses, and better position
themselves to resume normal operations following the crisis.
 
You can apply now. Since the start of the application period, more than 44,000
businesses have applied.
 
How to apply
 
There are three ways to apply:
 
1.

2.

3.
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https://bit.ly/2KKs3Bp
https://bit.ly/2KHmOm3
https://bit.ly/3aSiFpU


SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND
ORGANIZATIONS
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When to expect your payment
 
The CEWS is paid by direct deposit or by cheque.
 
You can usually expect to receive your payment within 10 business days if you signed
up for direct deposit. The first payments will be made on May 7, 2020.
 
If you are not registered for direct deposit, please allow additional time for your
cheque to be delivered by mail to the address on your payroll account.
 
For more information, consult the following link: https://bit.ly/2yUqoXc.

CANADA EMERGENCY WAGE SUBSIDY



SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND
ORGANIZATIONS
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The Canada Emergency Commercial Rent Assistance (CECRA) aims to reduce rent by
75% for small businesses that have been affected by COVID-19. This support will also
be offered to non-profit and charitable organizations.
 
Forgivable loans will be provided to eligible owners of mortgaged commercial
properties. This will cover 50% of the three monthly rent payments in April, May and
June by eligible small business tenants experiencing financial difficulties.
 
Loans will be forgiven if the owner of a mortgaged building agrees to reduce the rent
of the small business tenant by at least 75%, under a rent forgiveness agreement
which will include a term not to evict the tenant while the agreement is in place. The
small business tenant would cover the rest, up to 25% of the monthly rent.
 
To be eligible, you must pay less than $ 50,000 per month in rent and have
temporarily interrupted your activities or have experienced a reduction in your
income before COVID-19 of at least 70%.
 
The CECRA is expected to be operational by mid-May.
 
For more information, consult the following link: https://bit.ly/3d2Xa7w

CANADA EMERGENCY COMMERCIAL RENT ASSISTANCE

https://bit.ly/3d2Xa7w


 

CENTRAIDE ESTRIE
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15 working days for processing the request from the receipt of the engagement
email and the form;
4 weeks of disbursement, all depending on the availability of funds.

Support through the New Horizons for Seniors Program
As part of the $9 million investment to support local organizations working with
seniors, registered charities in our region can now apply for funding from Centraide
Estrie by visiting the following link: https://bit.ly/3eYrSAb.
 
Applicants can expect a maximum delay of:
 

 
Charitable organizations should apply as quickly as possible.
 
With respect to the Government of Canada’s $350 million COVID-19 Emergency
Community Support Fund, Centraide Estrie is unable to process requests at this
time. As soon as we have more details on the application procedure, we will share
the information in order to explain to community organizations how to apply.
 
For more information, consult the following link: https://bit.ly/3eYrSAb.

SUPPORT FOR BUSINESSES AND
ORGANIZATIONS

 

https://bit.ly/3eYrSAb
https://bit.ly/3eYrSAb


SECTORAL SUPPORT
 

NATIONAL MEDICAL RESEARCH STRATEGY TO FIGHT COVID-19

7

To keep protecting Canadians’ health and to be better prepared to fight the spread of
the novel coronavirus, we are investing more than $1 billion in the National medical
research strategy to combat COVID-19.
 
This strategy includes vaccine development, the production of treatments, and
tracking of the virus.
 
For more information, consult the following link: https://bit.ly/2W3z0m8.

https://bit.ly/2W3z0m8


USEFUL LINKS
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You will find below many useful links to websites providing information on a variety of
important COVID-19-related topics.
 
Up-to-date pandemic information
COVID-19 outbreak update: https://bit.ly/3aL2wTj
 
Interactive case map and data summary: https://bit.ly/3aOaoDt
 
Canada COVID-19 app: https://ca.thrive.health/
 
 
Your health
Make a self-assessment: https://ca.thrive.health/covid19/en
 
Awareness resources: https://bit.ly/2zCLjON
 
Mental health and substance use support: https://ca.portal.gs/
 
 
Financial and economic support
For individuals: https://bit.ly/35flb8F
 
For businesses: https://bit.ly/2VLReKe
 
For specific sectors: https://bit.ly/3f2FjPM
 
For Canadians abroad: https://bit.ly/3cXkCmq
 
 
Other resources
Jobs in agriculture and agri-food: https://bit.ly/2y1NV8L
 
To donate personal protective equipment: https://bit.ly/35h3RQn
 
To supply products and services to help Canada combat COVID-19: https://bit.ly/2KL4ecB
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BEST SANITARY PRACTICES
 

To have up-to-date information concerning the coronavirus, we invite you to contact: 
 
   • The Canadian Government Website : https://bit.ly/2QFBAwY
   • Phone 1-833-347-4397 (toll free).
 
If ever you are experiencing symptoms (fever, cough or difficulty breathing), contact
1-877-644-4545 (toll free).

Limit our contact with other people by practicing social
distancing;
Frequently wash our hands for a minimum of 20 seconds;
Use an alcohol-based sanitizer if we don’t have access to        
water and soap; 
Cough and sneeze in a tissue or in the crux of our arm
Avoid touching or eyes, nose or mouth if we haven’t
previously washed our hands; 
Use approved sanitizers to clean hard surfaces;
Clean surfaces that are frequently touched (telephones,
door handles, etc...)

Public health experts recommend that we: 
 

 
 

To learn more on risk prevention, consult the following link:
https://bit.ly/2Uv9d5M or send an email to
phac.inof.aspc@canada.ca.
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For more information on ways to reduce the spread of COVID-19 in the workplace, consult
the following link: https://bit.ly/3adWvz3.


